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From Phil Bernays documents 


~~ “ate 


All living Past Presidents of the SIERRA CLUB 


Angeles Chapter 
Robert Van Allen 
Robert T. Ives 
Mr. and Mrs. John 
Mendenhall 

Richard Searle 
Bruce Collier 
Kent Lovelady 

- George Shinno 
Howard Stephens 
Dick Jali 
Alan Carlin 
Evelyn Gayman 
Dick Worsfold 
Edward P. Ostrenga 
John Thornton 
Chas. Wilts 
Robt. Dailey 
Ruth Schrader 
Jack Oliphant 
Dr. Louis Wheeler 
Jean Sanders 
Dick Tooley 
Murray Rosenthal 
Dr. Robt. Funk 
Irene Charnock 
Kay Thomas 
Fadil Mehmed 
Gordon MacLeod 


Santa Lucia Chapter 
Kathleen Jackson 


Los Padres Chapter 
Peter Hearst 

Ann Van Tyne 
Dorothy Otto 

Gene Marshall 
Marshal Bond 
Shelton Hicock 


Riverside Chapter 
George Shipway 
Forrest Keck 

Carl Cable 

Bob Bear 

Dr. David Cubberley 
Richard Fleming 


Loma Prieta Chapter 
Walter Ward 

Robert Geisler 

Melvin and Eleanor Johnson 
Albert Draper 

Frank Duveneck 

Morris Feinleib 

Dave Geddes 

Walter E. Hays 

Herman Horn 

Claude A. Look 

Earl Roberts 

Chas. and Helen Scull 
Melvin Wright 

Kent and Claire Dedrick 
Gene Waller : 
Dorothy Marquard Kincade 
Del Dow 

Philippa Pfeiffer 

Helen Gobar Berchtold 
James Wheeler 

Bill and Louise Freedman 
Beth Harper 
Elizabeth Rempel 
Eleanore Wilkins 

Leigh Ortenberger 

Phil Flint 

Pat Barrentine 

Lois C. Hogle 

Dorothy Varian 


Redwood Chapter 
Ben Cummings © 
Milton Hoehn 
Maurice Wood ~ 
Sergei Spiridonoff 
Charlotte Stevens 
Reginald Rood 
Bob Whiting 
Isabel Parkinson 
Albion Whitney 
Noel and Mary Stevenson 
Clark and Josephine 
Nattkemper 
Ray McDuffee 


Kern-Kaweah Chapter 
Lanphere Graff 
Wesley Sanderson 


Beverly Steveson 
Glenn Beerline 
Joe Fontaine 
Wylie L. Jones 
James W. Clark 


Tehipite Chapter 


' Bob Board 


Floyd Lobree 
Norman Poitivin 
Charles Sehrs 
Edwin Daubs 
Anton Nelson 


Toiyabe Chapter 
Howard Booth 
Fred Montmorency 
“Smoke” Blanchard 
Richard Sill 
Harold Klieforth 
Thomas Hoffer 
Samuel Houghton 
James Planakis 
Phil Bettler 

John Houghton 


Mother Lode Chapter . 


La Verne Ireland 
Milton Hildebrand 
Homer Ibser 
Gary Pichon 
Virginia Newman 
Lloyd Fergus 

Bill Bethell 

Wes Dempsey 
Rudy dePolo 

Fred Holmes 

Jim Lague 

Chuck Miller 

Bob Ross 

Bruce Kennedy 


S.F. Bay Chapter 
Tom Jukes 

Dick Monges 
Dave Michener 
Jim Watters 
Harold Sharp 
Ramona Wascher 
Raffi Bedayn 


to recommend that you vote for— 


Ansel Adams 


Scott Fleming 

Nina Eloesser 

Hazel Egget 

Francis Walcott 

Ted and Mary Abeel 
Larry and Jeanne Maders 


‘Maryann Danielson 


James Dodds 

James McCracken 
Carl Weisner 

Harold Sharp 
Gordon Peterson 
Elizabeth McClintock 
Ned Robinson | 


John Muir Chapter 
P.J. Whipperman 
Bill Beverly 

Emily Earley 
Norman O'Neill 
J.J. “Doc” Werner 
Dan Roark 

Bob W. Smith 


Lone Star Chapter 
Orrin H. Bonney 
Paul Hull 


Rio Grande Chapter 
Col. Henry Zeller 
Bob Watt 


Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Andrew N. Smith 


.Roger Morrison 


Bernice Esty Hicks 
James E. Bryant 

Dr. W. V. Kittleman 
Laney Hicks 

Mr. John L. Harper 
John P. Barker 


San Diego Chapter 
Howard and Harriet Allen 
Loris and Ivy Foster 

Karl und Mary Swedelus 
Henry I. Mandolf 
Nicholas Keough 

Aubrey Wendling 

Bill and Ellen Phillips 


Join with these Dedicated Members— 


Atlantic Chapter 
Murray Chism 
Edward Little 
Robert Shull 
Roger Marshall 
Alfred Dole 
Leonard Rothfeld 
Richard Williams 
George Lofgren 
Mrs. M. W. Dendy 
Lawrence Coveney 
Mrs. G. C. Young 
5. H. Babcock, Jr. 


Southeast Chapter 
Irving Delappe 
Theodore Sanford 
Nicholas Clinch 
Adolph Amster 


Hawaii Chapter 
Oliver Emerson 


Honorary Vice-Presidents, 
Honorary Life Members, 
Past and Present members 
of Board of Directors. 
Wallace Stegner 

Randall Henderson 
Horace M. Albright 

Jules Eichorn 

Clifford Youngquist 
Joseph Momyer 

E. Stanley Jones 

Richard Sill 

Charlotte E. Mauk 

H. Stewart Kimball 


Past Presidents 

Phil S. Bernays 
Harold C. Bradley 
Lewis F. Clark 
Nathan C. Clark 
Harold E. Crowe 
Francis P. Farquhar 
Alexander Hildebrand 
Joel H. Hildebrand 
Richard M. Leonard 
George Marshall 
Bestor Robinson 
William E. Siri 


August Frugeé Maynard Munger Raymond Sherwin 





—in addition to 
Edgar Wayburn 


for the 
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SIERRA CLUB members, 


jor kesponsible Conservation 
Leadership 


Vote for— 


Ansel Adams 


World-renowned photographer; 
Veteran conservation fighter on 
national and local battles. 
Board member since 1934. 


a; Me 


August Fruge 


Director, Univ. of Calif. Press; 
Past-Chairman, Mother Lode 
Chapter. Chairman, Sierra Club 
Publications Committee. 
Cross-country skiier. 


Maynard Munger 


Mgr. John M. Grubb Co. Effective 
1968 S.F. Bay Chapter Chairman. 
Active in Redwoods Nat'l Park 
and Wild Rivers Legislation. 
Leader in river touring. 


Raymond Sherwin 


Judge, Superior Court. Led 
brilliant Minaret Summit 
highway battle. Expert in 
conservation through law. 
Climber. 





—in addition to 
Edgar Wayburn 


for the 


SIERRA CLUB 


Board of Directors 
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Anatomy of Crisis — documented facts 


The worsening crisis in Sierra Club affairs de- 
mands close attention by members voting in the 
coming Board of Directors election. Internal rifts 
have been growing for years, but in 1968, when 
David Brower first had a sympathetic majority on 
the Board, problems became much more severe. 
Pro-Brower candidates in 1968 campaigned with 
mailings and advertisements in violation of ex- 
isting policy. Several sound candidates were de- 
feated by these means. 

The confusion attending the present Sierra Club 
Crisis clearly shows that members have been kept 
in the dark too Jong — hence this report. 
Financial Problems 

The Sierra Club's finances are in genuine diffi- 
culties. This was apparent last Spring when Pres. 
Wayburn appealed to all members for special 
donations to keep the Club and its programs alive. 
In the first ten months of 1968, the Club spent 
$274,000 more than income, and worse yet, the 
net worth of the Club was down to $390,000 on 
Oct. 31. Even the Sierra Club Permanent Fund of 
$427,000 (for the protection of Life Memberships 
and support of long-range conservation work) is 
sadly impaired by $300,000 in bank loans and in- 
sufficient net worth. 

Book Publication Losses 

During this same ten months of 1968, the pub- 
lications program alone lost $129,000. In the pre- 
vious five years, publications have lost a total of 
$230,000 according to the audits by Farquhar & 
Heimbucher and by Price Waterhouse & Co. 

The great value of books as one of many tools 
in planned and concerted conservation battles 
remains unquestioned. But during the last five 
years, publications have tied up over $1 million 
in funds, with most of that ($631,000) in book 
inventory and thus unavailable for conservation 
and other purposes. Clearly, books should be pub- 
lished only when they can be justified on conser- 
vation and economic grounds. 

Nevertheless, it has been Mr. Brower's practice 
in recent years to proceed with production of an 
unapproved or disapproved book and to later pre- 
sent the Board with a fait acompli. The Board must 
then either approve the book (after the fact), or 
risk direct confrontation. Brower has usually won 
the showdown. 


Conservation Budget Slashed 

The Sierra Club conservation budget last year 
was originally set at $402,000 but was slashed so 
that only %/ of this figure was actually available 
for critical conservation tasks such as the North 
Cascades, Grand Canyon, Redwood National Park, 
and the Wilderness Act. 

The effect of such cuts can be tragic, as for ex- 
ample in the case of funds to support important 
wilderness land classification studies. Of the 
$18,000 originally budgeted for 1968, only $3,900 
was actually available. Mountain and forest lands 
that might have been secured forever under the 
Wilderness Act of 1964 may instead feel the bite 
of the logger’s saw; the shovels, scoops, and 
crushers of modern mining technology. 

Funds for the 1969 conservation budget will be 
even smaller; the budget draft figure for the year 


—Redwood National Park A monument to many 
Sierra Club volunteers 


—photo by Howard King 


being $271,000. The amount actually available 
could be much less, and conservation’s cause 
greatly weakened as a result. 

By contrast, publicity for books quickly ate up 
the 1968 budgeted $240,000 and then gobbled up 
$60,000 more. Conservation has clearly suffered 
at the expense of producing and selling books. 


Focus on David Brower 

For more than ten years, Brower, as Executive 
Director, has supplied the chief motive power for 
the Sierra Club. His energy, ambition, and will to 
succeed have led the club to many victories. But 
increasingly over the past few years, those quali- 
ties have turned into arrogant self-will, and to an 
obvious desire to have total control of the Sierra 
Club. 

It is disagreeable to report that the present 
crises and problems of the Sierra Club mainly re- 
volve around Mr. Brower. Without his support, 
the Sierra Club's embarassing Diablo Canyon 
‘gyrations’ would not likely have come before 
the public to spoil the Club’s prestige and image 
of responsibility. Without his practice of spending 
vast sums for unapproved projects, the Club would 
not be in such serious financial difficulties. And 
without the latter, the Sierra Club could have been 
much more effective in important conservation 
efforts. 

Profligate Spending 

The best known of Brower’s recent unauthorized 
expenditures is for a 1! page ad in the New York 
Times (1/14/69) advertising an international book 
program that had not been approved by the Board 
of Directors. The price of the ad was first set at 
$10,500, but other preparation costs raise this 
figure to over $16,000. The ad was prepared by a 
San Francisco public relations firm. The same 
firm's office was used as the site of Brower’s press 
conference and Board election campaign kick-off 
on Feb. 7, 1969. The firm has been on retainer to 
the Sierra Club for $20,000 per year. 

Recently it was discovered that Mr. Brower had 
apparently contracted for the making of a movie 
film about a wildlife sanctuary in the Indian Ocean. 
Such a project had not been approved by the 
Board; neither the President nor the Controller 
knew anything about it. The issue came to light 
only when the film maker's attorney in England 
filed a demand to the Sierra Club for payment of 
his client's claims. 

It was also recently learned that Mr. Brower has 
spent Club funds for bills at a San Francisco res- 
taurant in Nov. Dec. 1968 averaging over $500 per 
month, and over $1,800 in conservation funds for 
a Christmas party. 


Brower's Libel Threats 

When some local Chapter newsletters began 
printing facts (such as the above) about Brower's 
irresponsible actions, Brower's personal attorney 
in Dec. 1968 wrote letters threatening editors of 
newsletters with libel suits unless they withdraw 
from efforts to inform the Club’s members. These 
threats were rejected by those who received them. 
No suits were filed —a clear indication that the 
threats had the sole purpose of intimidation. 





[he Sierra Club's greatest 
resource — [he Membership 


With thousands of dedicated supporting mem- 
bers and a cadre of active volunteers, the Sierra 
Club conveys its message with strength far ex- 
ceeding the voices of its 70,000 members. Our bril- 
liant successes in conservation — such as the 
Redwood and North Cascades National Parks — are 
the results of the Sierra Club's unique structure and 
tradition, which strongly emphasize membership 
participation. 


Volunteers form the Club's legal staff, the Out- 
ings and Publications Committees, and local and 
regional conservation Sroups. Volunteers hold of- 
fice at all levels of govt. from local Chapter posts 
to the Board of Directors and its President. All give 
dedicated service — without pay. 


The paid professional staff is Employed to advise 
and assist in all areas of the Club’s endeavors. Our 
successes are not the work of one man alone, how- 
ever Charismatic, but derive instead from spirited 
but orderly staff-volunteer cooperation — and the 
flood of letters from thousands of members. 


Control of the Sierra Club must never be taken 
from the membership. Growth of the Club can best 
be accommodated by strengthening the periphery 
—the Chapters—and not through massive cen- 
tralized control at a single location. Only with 
membership control can the Sierra Club continue 
to attract vital membership volunteer forces in 
conservation and outings. 



















A Platform for Action 
Concerned Members for Conservation 
—abridged text 


Vigorous conservation program with strong mem- 
bership participation. 


e Sound financial management with full protection 
of restricted funds. 


e Balanced publications program Closely tied to con- 
servation and outings goals. 


e Increased support of member activities in conser- 
vation and outings. 


e Balanced and productive relationship between 
Board of Directors, Staff, and membership. 


BALLOT PROPOSALS 
CMC recommends 


1. Against reversing prior membership decision on 
Diablo Canyon. 


2. In Favor of protecting the Sierra Club's permanent 
fund. 


5. In Favor of dues increase with Chapter allocation.* 


“CMC endorses the Dues Increase provided that respon- 
sible men are elected to the Board of Directors and in 
control of Sierra Club finances. 


CHAPTERS ENDORSE CANDIDATES 


Many Chapter Executive Committees have now officially 
endorsed Ansel Adams, August Frugé, Maynard Munger, 
Raymond Sherwin, and Edgar Wayburn. 


Chapters endorsing are: 
John Muir, Los Padres, Riverside, Lone Star, Mother-Lode, 
Kern-Kaweah, Tehipite, Toiyabe, San Diego, Angeles, and 
S.F. Bay Chapter. 

Loma Prieta Chapter endorsed these as well except that 
Nicholas Clinch was endorsed in place of August Frugé. 
Clinch has now withdrawn from the race, 





Sierra Club volunteer conservationists in action— 
shown here discussing Calif. water quality problems 
with representative of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Administration (1/69). 
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‘The SIERRA CLUB © must be preserved! 


Seventy-six years of 
struggles & victories in 
creation of Parks, and 
preservation of mountain 
wilderness — is only half 
the SIERRA CLUB story. 


x "3 - ° Same ure a4 
‘+ 7 te ye 
> eT irs as 
ee, wee 


a teak : on ee in ™ a 


, « 
ba 7 
9 a] a 7 - ee 
— “~ mie a = hb 

> ; a. 5 
a 4 - 3 7g A oe . ne Nate 
“oe ah ot See - ot pees tee ee 
~~ = ae ew ee ae 2 


ee ae eS soon 


Wie 
wnt oe ae 
4 Spy pte 


—by Carol Dienger 








—by Ansel Adams 


Rich and vigorous 

outdoor experience 

gives life-long meaning 

to a dedicated membership. 


SIERRA CLUB Conservation must be increased — 


—and not further diminished — as it was in 
1968, and will be again this year because of 
profligate spending on unauthorized books 
and newspaper ads, a film, excessive restau- 
rant bills, etc. (see — Anatomy of Crisis). 


Parks wilderness and wildlife, air and water 
pollution, land use planning and conserva- 
tion's role in restoring beauty to the nation’s 
urban scene are among the mammoth tasks 
we face; all demanding more than we can 
give. 


The Sierra Club’s basic conservation ef- 
forts—to preserve the vanishing natural scene 
in the United States — must never again be 
diluted by irresponsible actions. Lofty aims, 
such as Mr. Brower’s proposed 100 volume Ex- 
hibit Format series of books on international 
subjects, are nice to dream about but fail to 
recognize the hard realities of Club finances 
and our urgent domestic conservation needs. 


WE NEED BOOKS — the right ones 


We need good hard-hitting books on con- 
servation subjects of immediate concern. In 
1968, we needed books on the Oregon Cas- 
cades, Storm King, the Everglades, the Alla- 
gash, Lake Tahoe, San Francisco Bay, and a 
new book on the Redwoods—more books 
than we can afford. Instead, we got books on 
Central Park and the Galapagos Islands; while 
this year, we're told we'll get books on the 
Scottish Highlands and the Swiss Alps—a 
long way from the seat of our problems. 


CONSERVATION RATES HIGHEST 


A vigorous conservation program for the 
Sierra Club rates highest among the goals of 
Concerned Members for Conservation (see 
Platform). But first, as Ansel Adams said re- 
cently, ‘Our greatest conservation goal today, 
is the conservation of the Sierra Club itself.” 


Responsible men on the Sierra Club Board 
of Directors are the vital means to guide the 
Club from crisis to leadership in conservation. 


